Transformation is complete

By ALICE DuPONT
Times Editor

The old Bell & Bates Hardwar
store on the east side of the court
house square continues to be a cor
nerstone of downtown. Only thi:
time instead of making sure far
mers and fix-it men get the essen
tials for a job which required phys
ical strength, the community wil
be treated to essentials for the soul

Gadsden Arts Center, whict
will officially open to the genera
public Sunday afternoon from |
p.m. to S p.m. is an amazing trans:
formation. The spacious new mair
gallery is modernized and upscale
but history is retained in the floors
The sky blue ceiling of the child
ren’s gallery offers spectacula
views of the courthouse. The
building also contains a gift shop
the 1100-square foot community
room with full kitchen facilitie
available, and floor-to-ceiling she
vling for an art library.

The mission ar the Gdsden Art:
Center is to “foster understanding
and appreciation of the visual art:
to improve the quality of life ir
Gadsden County.” In keeping witt
that mission, the center provide:
quality visual programming anc
educational opportunities in a rura
county that is highly diverse cul
turally, racially and ethnically
said Zoe Golloway, executivc
director.

However, the story of how th
Gadsden Art center came 10 be it
an interesting tale. The whol
thing started with artist Beth Ap

pleton and her husband David Har
baugh who were looking for anice
quiet place to live and work. The
couple came to Quincy in 1988 anc
decided this was the place fo
them.

Downtown was losing stores
and many storefronts were becom-
ing vacant. At about the same time,
several business people, elected
officials, and community spirited
volunteers were searching for
ways 1o revive a dying downtown.
Application was made and ap-
proved for Quincv to hecome a
Main Street Community, That de-
signation gave the financial and’
technical assistance needed to be-
ginthe transition.

Through Main Street Quincy,
old infrascructure was replaced,
sidewalks were replaced, historic
experts were on loan to help with
the transition. Everyone agreed
that fine art could give the city the
catalyst needed. Art is clean, it at-
tracts people with disposable in-
comes, and there are numerous spi-
noff businesses associated with ar-
tists and the art community.

Many people in the community
pitched in when Appleton and Har-
baugh felt it was time for the pro-
ject to expand in the city. “With the
sponsorship of the Quincy State
bank, Nesta Cumbie was the
bridge to the art movement’s conti-
nuing success as were anew gener-

ation of helping hands,” said Ap-
pleton, adding that she and her hus-
band “were approaching some
personal goals as well.”

Community volunteers organ-
ized and manned the fine art shows
over for several years. Galleries
were created out of loaned space
that included former dry goods’
stores, bank installment loan de-
partments, drug stores and the like.
In 1993 the volunteers realized that
the exhibit was well worth the ef-
fort, but that permanent space was
needed to create a gallery.

In 1994 a non-profit corporation
was created called GadsdenArts,
Inc. this entity would sponosor Art
In Gadsden and eventually provide
ongoing visual arts programming
in a permanent location.

The appropriate papers were
filed and the non-profit organiza-
tion became a reality. The group
found and purchased a building in
Quincy originally built in 1904 to
serve as a Catholic mission. Indivi-
dual gifts and a state historic pre-
servation grant paid for the build-
ing. While the facility provided a
stable location, there was no room
for growth.

In 1996 Mark Bates offered the
Bell and Bates building to Gads-
den Arts, Inc to be transformed
into a permanent arts center in the
downtown area.

Zoe Golloway, a woman full of
energy with a vision for the com-
munity and a love of art was hired
as the executive director. Under
her leadership Art in Gadsden re-
ally began to take shape. At the end
of the first year, not only were op-
erations funded, but close to

$800,000 had been acquired tow-
ard refurbihsing the building.

Once the work began it moved
rapidly. Phase One of the massive
renovation project began in Au-
gust 1999 and was completed on
time and on budget. Phase Two be-
gan in March 2000 and was fin-
ished in mid-July.

Friday night’s gala and Sun-
day’s grand opening are a culmina-
tion of the efforts of a lot of people.



